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Digital openness will encourage more Arabic digital contents
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Digital openness will encourage more Arabic digital contents

Sunday, 24 October 2010 09:39

By CHRIS V PANGANIBAN

6
DOHA: Digital openness will encourage more Qatari IT developers to build more original Arabic content tweets
websites and applications with the assurance that their technological innovations are being protected.
retweet
Dr Hessa Al-Jaber, Secretary General of the Supreme Council of Information and Communication
Technology (ictQatar), emphasized this in her speech at the forum on “Digitally Open: Innovation and Open Share

Access Forum” held yesterday at the Al Sharq Village and Spa.

The forum were jointly organised by ictQatar and Creative Commons, a non profit organisation working in
over 70 countries around the world that has developed flexible licences to address the complicated issue of content
rights in the digital world.

Jaber said bringing flexible licences to Qatar will help in achieving the goal of increasing the amount of Arabic digital
content because this will gain confidence to local IT developers on their digital innovations with the willingness to
share it with others in an appropriate manner.

Ictqatar is leading an initiative to promote open ICT ecosystem which Jaber said is essential to creating original Arabic
content. The initiatives include establishment of incubation center for digital content companies, establishing policies
that encourage open sources solutions in government IT, a major national digitization and Arabic website accessibility
standards.

“Using open principles of collaboration and transparency will help address issues not only in Qatar but around the
world. | believe promotion of digital openness across all sectors is essential to being a global leader of the future and,
of course, this event is a big first step,” Jaber said.

Jaber said the Arab world has a strong and important voice that must be heard and embracing digitally open world will
put Qatar at the forefront of innovation and help propel the country towards being a knowledge-based economy.

Joichi Ito, Creative Commons CEO, told The Peninsula at the sidelines of the forum that the great interest of ictQatar
to embrace digital openness only shows that they are more progressive-minded people in the Arab world. He said
there is no issue about innovations sensitivity because Creative Commons is culturally neutral.

In his talk during the panel discussions on “Innovation and Digital Content Rights”, Ito stressed that digital openness
could lower the cost of technological innovations and make the jobs easier for lawyers dealing with content rights.

“Anyone can innovate without asking permissions,” Ito said. He described the collaboration with ictQatar on digital
openness as groundbreaking initiative since adopting creative commons will accelerate the development and globally
promote Arabic content.

The forum saw several experts in the field participating as resource persons in the interesting topics in the panel
discussions including Mitchell Baker, chairperson of Mozilla Foundation, Chris DiBona, Open Source Programmes
Manager at Google and Michael Nelson, visiting professor of Internet Studies at Georgetown University.
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Lusail marina
tobea
perfect family
getaway

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

facilities.

The marina’s features wi
include underwater lighting
black and grey water ‘pum
out’ at the berths, a fuel se
ice station, 24 hour security,
five-star concierge servic
laundry service, a deck was
for all yachts and valet par
ing. In addition, the marin
will also offer wi-fi servic
and a clubhouse.

Mourjan Marinas IG
which will be fully responsibl
for designing, constructio
and operation of all marin:
in the Lusail City, is now lea
ing berths at the marin
which will combine elegantl;
designed facilities with worl
class services to become on|
of the region’s premier
berthing facilities.

Bate asserted that it woul
set new benchmarks for thi
yachting experience locall
and internationally, an
would be the place to be in f
yacht owners in Qatar an
beyond. This marina has bee
designed keeping in mind th
need of the local market.

ictQATAR to discuss licence
issue with Creative Commons

JOSEPH VARGHESE
DOHA

ICTQATAR would open dia-
logue with Creative
Commons on Sunday for
porting its licence to Qatar.

This was disclosed by
Secretary-General of
Supreme Council of
Information and

Communication Technology
(ictQATAR), Dr Hessa al
Jaber, on Saturday. She was
speaking at the Digitally Open
Forum organised jointly by
ictQATAR and Creative
Commons. She also revealed
that ictQATAR was in talks to
start a chapter of Internet
Society in Qatar soon.
Creative Commons is a
non-profit corporation dedi-
cated to making it easier for
people to share and build
upon the works of others con-
sistent with the rules of copy-
right. It provides free licences
and other legal tools to mark
a creative work with the free-
dom the creator wants it to
carry, so that others can
share, remix, use commer-
cially or in any combination

Secretary-General of ictQATAR Dr Hessa al Jaber addressing the
Digitally Open Forum, in Doha, on Saturday. (MANEESH BAKSHI)

thereof. Creative Commons is
working in over 70 countries
around the world that have
developed flexible licenses to
address the complicated issue
of content rights in the digital
world. The Internet Society is
another non-profit organisa-
tion committed to shaping
Internet standards and poli-
cies that promote openness

and collaboration, benefiting
everyone. It is dedicated to
ensuring the open develop-
ment, evolution and use of
the Internet for the benefit of
people throughout the world.

Regarding the initiatives of
ictQATAR, Dr al Jaber said
that it was an important step
towards creating a true digi-
tally open society in Qatar.

She said “Openness is the key
to Qatar’s development as a
thriving knowledge economy.
Openness means collabora-
tion; it means transparency; it
means sharing; it means
innovation. I believe digital
openness across all sectors is
essential for being a global
leader of the future.” She also
affirmed that bringing flexible
licences to Qatar will help the
country achieve the goal of
increasing the amount of dig-
ital content in Arabic.
Around 400 regional and
international delegates and
experts took part in the
ictQATAR’s Digitally Open:
Innovation and Open Access
Forum and shared their views
on how to create an open ICT
ecosystem in Qatar and high-
lighted its benefits. Digitally
Open featured Mitchell
Baker, chairperson of the
Mozilla Foundation; Joichi

Itoo, CEO of Creative
Commons; Chris DiBona,
Open Source Programs

Manager at Google; and
Michael Nelson, visiting pro-
fessor of Internet Studies at
Georgetown University.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

been reopened.

During the rehearsal on
Friday, a sovereign escort of
the Household Cavalry
escorted the horse-drawn
carriage  procession to
Windsor Castle and the route
was lined with Army repre-
sentatives.

The BBC quoted Ian
Hunt, head of democratic
services, as saying: “There’ll
be plenty of military march-
ing bands, troops and hors-
es. So, it’s a very, very big
event with lots of colour and
splendour.”

A council and police book-
let has been sent out to resi-
dents and businesses, detail-
ing the route, road closures,
parking information and
from where to watch the pro-
cession wind its way.

The itinerary of HH the
Emir and HH Sheikha
Mozah includes a visit to

Full rehearsal for
Emir’s Windsor visit

Westminster Abbey, where
they will attend an inter-faith
discussion in the Jerusalem
Chamber, a visit to the
Olympic Park, Stardtford,
meeting with leaders of the
British industry at
Buckingham Palace and a
visit to the Royal Military
Academy, Sandhurst.

Traditionally, the United
Kingdom hosts only two
state visits a year. British
Ambassador to Qatar, HE
John Hawkins, had said this
at a press conference in Doha
recently, indicating how
important Qatar was for
Britain as a partner in the
field of education, culture,
business and trade. A num-
ber of agreements are likely
to be signed and announce-
ments made during HH the
Emir’s visit to the UK, the
ambassador had said.

HH the Emir and HH
Sheikha Mozah will leave the
UK on October 28.

Al Jazeera airs Wikil.eaks documents on Iraq

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

AL JAZEERA was one of the
first international broadcaster
to air analytical coverage and
programmes that revealed
startling and new information
about the operations by the
US forces during the Iraq war.

The programmes, which
were produced for Al Jazeera

English by the Bureau of
Investigative Journalism, were
based on files from WikiLeaks
which gained access to over
400,000 documents regard-
ing the war in Iraq, making it
the largest document leak in
the US history. The secret
materials are more than four
times larger than WikiLeak’s
Afghanistan files. The docu-
ments date from January 1,

2004 to December 31, 20009.

Al Jazeera English aired the
first programme on Friday,
followed by repeat telecast on
Saturday.

The major findings covered
in the programmes included
the US army’s cover-up of Iraqi
state-sanctioned torture.
Although one of the stated
aims of the Iraq War was to
close down Saddam Hussein’s

torture  chambers, the
WikiLeaks documents show
many cases of torture and
abuse of Iraqi prisoners by
Iragi police and soldiers. In
addition, the documents reveal
the US knew about the state
sanctioned torture but ordered
its troops not to intervene.

The documents show the
killing of hundreds of civil-
ians at US manned check-

points: According to the doc-
uments, many Iraqi civilians
were killed during the war at
checkpoints in contrast to the
official US position.

The WikiLeaks documents
have new information on
Blackwater civilian killings.
The secret US files reveal new
cases of Blackwater (a compa-
ny now known as XE) open-
ing fire on civilians.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the finishing touches left to
be given. Now the issue is one
of making it prettier than it
already is. People will really
have a great open-air theatre
experience. It is good to do
something like this where
people can sit in the open and
watch a film in great com-
fort,” he said.

Built to accommodate
1,900 people, the theatre has
probably one of the biggest
arches for a structure like this

Organisers sweat it out to
make DTFF a big success

ever built in the region.

“Basically, you can fit an
American football field
inside it. It meets all the
standards of a world class
outdoor theatre,” he said
pointing to the structure.
Looking visibly excited to be
involved with such a huge
project, he said:

“Ireally feel good to be part
of this project, not just the
production team but also the
entire DTFF and DFI teams.
You are bringing smiles on
people’s faces. This is a great
thing to do.”
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Bid to create

By Noimot Olayiwola
Staff Reporter

atar’s Supreme Council

of Information and Com-

munication Technology,
ictQ: , will soon collabo-
rate with a number of Internet
companies such as the Creative
Commons, the Internet Society
and the World Wide Web, to cre-
ate a digitally open society in the
country.

It will also promote the cre-
ation of original digital content
in the Arab world while protect-
ing the rights of the content cre-
ators.

Speaking yesterday at a one-
day event titled “Digitally Open:
Innovation and Open Access
Forum” the ictQATAR secretary
general Dr Hessa al-Jaber said
getting licensed by a body such
as Creative Commons was anim-
portant step in efforts to create a
digitally open society, which is
key for the country’s develop-
ment - a thriving knowledge
economy.

“Openness means collabo-
ration, it means transparency,
sharing and innovation. To this
end, I believe digital openness
across all sectors is essential to
being a global leader of the fu-
ture,” she said.

“The Arab world has a strong
and important voice that must be
heard. Embracing a digitally open
world will put us at the forefront
of innovation and help propel
us towards being a knowledge-
based economy,” she noted.

Dr al-Jaber mentioned that a
stakeholders’ meeting compris-
ing representatives from the in-
tellectual Property Centre, the
Ministry of Business and Trade,
the Qatar Museum Authority,
Qatar Foundation, Qatar Science
and Technology Park and nu-
merous law firms will kick off
the process of bringing Creative
Commons content rights licenc-
es to Qatar.

“Bringing these flexible li-

Dr al-Jaber speaking at the
forum yesterday.

cences to Qatar will help us
achieve our goal of increasing the
amount of Arabic digital content.
People will have confidence that
the work they create and share
will be credited and shared in
an appropriate manner,” she ex-
plained.

Dr al-Jaber disclosed that the
Internet Society, which will soon
open a chapter in Qatar, was
committed to shaping Internet
standards and policies that pro-
motes openness and collabora-
tion, benefiting everyone.

“Bringing an Internet Soci-
ety’s chapter here sends a clear
message that we support a free
and open Internet,” she noted.

Apart from the major col-
laborations, the ictQATAR chief
mentioned that the council was
committed to the open source
software movement, saying: “We
are in the process of moving our
website to an open source solu-
tions and have mandated that all
future ictQATAR Web projects
utilise open source solutions.”

“Our goal is to work with
approximately 30 companies
through our incubation centre
by 2015. Each will be required to
work using open standards and
principles as they grow their
business, thus providing a com-
petitive advantage and allow
the content to be shared more

a digitally
open society

widely,” she observed.

The official also disclosed that
ictQATAR was working on poli-
cies that will encourage greater
adoption of inter-operability
open source solutions across
government.

“Government is one of the big-
gest consumers of IT and too of-
ten during the procurement pro-
cess, open source options are not
even considered. We would like
to make it a requirement for open
source solutions to be considered
for every government IT project
in this country and decisions
must be technology-neutral and
vendor-neutral,” she said citing
Al Jazeera as the prominent ex-
ample of company already taking
advantage of open practices.

Dr al-Jaber said that ict QATAR
was also in the process of devel-
oping a national digitisation plan
to preserve Qatar’s national heri-
tage and share it with the world.

“There is a wealth of infor-
mation on Qatar’s rich history
in print, photo and film format
that should be digitised. There
are also an abundance of valuable
documents in Arabic that need to
be brought to wider audiences.
Digitising these materials will
allow them to reach a whole new
generation and they should be
made open to the public without
restrictions;” she pointed out.

ictQATAR will work through
Mada - Qatar’s Assistive Tech-
nology Centre - with World
Wide Web Consortium to devel-
op comprehensive accessibility
standards in Arabic, she said.

Other speakers at the forum
included Mozilla Foundation
chairperson Mitchell Baker, Cre-
ative Commons chief executive
officer Joichi Ito, Google open
source and public sector pro-
gramme manager Chris Dibona
and Georgetown University’s
visiting professor of Internet
Studies Michael Nelson.

Some 12 notable personalities
from different parts of the world
also took part in panel discus-
sions and break out sessions.

Workshop on e-learning for managers

Qatar University (QU) hosted a Just-in-Time' training

workshop conducted by ictQATAR.

It was part of ictQATAR's initiative on ‘creative e-
learning cultures’ to empower leadership through

e-learning.

The event was organised by QU's Staff Development
Section of the Human Resources Department.

QU vice-president and chief academic officer Prof
Sheikha Jabor al-Thani along with 30 QU staff members

participated in the workshop.

The exercise was co-ordinated by ictQATAR's Noor
al-Madfa and conducted by project manager Yazen
al-Safe, and TRAK Learning Solutions specialist Alaeddin

al-Najjar.

T

Staff Maj Gen Saad bin Jassim al-Khulaifi and other officials at the drugs awareness day.

The workshop was designed for middle managers to

showcase how the Qatar National eLearning portal can

in key areas.

assist and support them in filling the knowledge gap
within their teams as well as enhancing their knowledge

The objective was to introduce participants to the portal
and its 2500 courses and features that are customised
for middle managers.

Participants were also able to get a better understand-

ing of the manager’s role within the portal and how it

can be used for maximum benefit.

The workshop included constructive discussion on the
training approach and benefits for management teams
and organisations.

Drugs awareness event for students

,I‘he Permanent Committee
for Drug and Alcohol Affairs
(PCDAA) of the Ministry of
Interior (Mol) held an open drugs
awareness day at the Al Yarmook
Boys Independent School.

The activities got under way in
the presence of PCDAA head and
Public Security director general,
Staff Maj Gen Saad bin Jassim al-
Khulaifi.

“The programme is being
conducted by PCDAA at a num-
ber of schools and universities
in the country in line with the
national strategy on combat-
ing drugs covering the period

of 2010-2015, and as part of the
sixth phase of national project
for awareness on risks and dan-
gers of drugs,” an official said.

PCDAA secretary Maj Ibrahim
Mohamed al-Sameeh, school di-
rector Ibrhaim Mubarak al-Eidan,
Mol Public Relations Department
Lt Abdulla al-Mania] Supreme
Education official Musfir al-Shah-
wani were among many officials
and guests at the event.

Al-Khulaifi said: “This event
aims at raising student aware-
ness on the negative effects of
drugs and allows us to teach
them ways to avoid them”

“This awareness drive also
supports Qatar’s bid for World
Cup 2022 as the open day pro-
grammes consist of cultural and
sport activities, lectures, exhibi-
tions, contests and distribution
of flyers with the participation
and presence of Qatari celebri-
ties and football stars” he added.

Al-Eidan  welcomed the
guests, while Maj al-Sameeh de-
livered a lecture. A group of stu-
dents performed a stage drama
on drug addiction.

A football match, between the
school team and Qatari profes-
sional team, later followed.

RasGas employees who took part in the recent beach clean-up campaign at Ras Al Matbakh, near Al Khor.

-

RasGas beach clean-up drive

s part of its Corporate So-
Acial Responsibility (CSR)

and  pro-environment
programme, RasGas employees
recently cleared rubbish from a
3km stretch of beach at Ras Al
Matbakh, near Al Khor.

Some 100 employees from the
RasGas Subsurface Group took
part in the campaign, which
was held as part of ‘RasGas 2010
Year of Environment’ initiative.

‘Exceptional
value’ for

WikiLeaks,
says Jazeera

By Nour Abuzant
Staff Reporter

oha-based Al Jazeera
Dsatellite channel said

the release of what it
called “startling new infor-
mation” from US documents
obtained by WikiLeaks was
the “greatest military leak in
history”

The channel started from
Friday extensive coverage, in
the Arabic and English sec-
tions, of the leaked reports
taken from some 400,000
documents with interviewing
official and expert from Iraq,
the US and the UK.

The documents are talking
about state-sanctioned Iraqi
torture in the country’s pris-
ons and the killing of hun-
dreds of civilians at US mili-
tary checkpoints.

In a press statement, the
channel said the release had
“an exceptional value” be-
cause it uncovered stories
that remained in secret for
the past seven years since the
ousting of Saddam Hussain
regime in late March 2003.

Al Jazeera said that it was
the only Arabic-speaking
channel that got the exclusive
information along with four
major papers. The channel
said: “We believe in the right
of the public to know the in-
formation and we are fulfill-
ing the mission of informing
the viewers.”

The release of that huge
quantity of information, the
channel said, “would help
politicians and experts to
understand the real picture
of the bloody political events
that hit Iraq with the negative
consequences.’

According to the docu-
ments, at least 109,000 peo-
ple were killed, 63% of them
civilians, in Iraq between the
US-led invasion of March
2003 and the end of 2009,
Al Jazeera reported US docu-
ments obtained by WikiLeaks
as saying.

Among the major find-
ings, the involvement of
the US military in covering
torture and “hundreds” of
civilians’ deaths at manned
American checkpoints in
collaboration with the Brit-
ish troops.

The satellite channel said
the leaked papers show
the US kept a death count
throughout the war, despite
US denials and the involve-
ment of Iraqgi politicians in
violating their citizen’s basic
rights.

Al Jazeera said that it would
remain loyal to the professional
principles that support reveal-
ing the injustice regardless of
the source. Page 16

“We dedicated our employee
volunteering event to beach
cleaning to demonstrate our
commitment to protecting the
local environment,” said Ron
Gilliland, RasGas Subsurface
technical manager.

“The aim of this initiative is to
promote the need to respect our
environment, while providing
an important service to the local
community,” Gilliland said.

During the campaign, RasGas
employees collected more than
400 bags of rubbish, which were
then removed by Al Khor Mu-
nicipality, an event supporter
together with the Ministry of
Environment and Qatar Red
Crescent.

RasGas said it considers “sus-
tainable development as a pri-
ority” and in line with the Qatar
National Vision 2030.

RasGas launched its year
of environment to “promote
and raise internal and external
awareness” on environmental
issues. The beach clean up, it
said, is part of a year-long cam-
paign of environmentally-relat -
ed projects.

RasGas has worked in as-
sociation with the Ministry of
Environment on many of these
projects.

Doha Modern School pupils read the books during their visit in one of McDonald’s outlets.

Campaign encourages

children to read

1 Shafallah Center and
AMcDonald’s Qatar have

teamed up to educate
children through a campaign on
the importance of reading.

The campaign encourages
McDonald’s customers to buy
children’s books that were
specifically developed and are
available at all McDonald’s res-
taurants in Qatar. The income
will go towards the projects for
children through the Al Shafal-
lah Center.

Four children’s books were
developed for this campaign in
both English and Arabic, each
with their own valuable mes-
sage such as the importance
of reading, giving back to your
community and leading a bal-
anced lifestyle. The books,

available at QRS each, offer sim-
ple and entertaining stories that
are easy for children to read and
enjoy and will ultimately help
children in Qatar.

“We are thrilled to reward the
community in a way that al-
lows our customers to help their
children learn valuable lessons
while at the same time teaching
them the importance of help-
ing others as all proceeds will
go towards the projects of the
Al Shafallah Center for Special
Needs in Qatar.”

Kamal al-Mana, Managing
Director of McDonald’s Qa-
tar, said: “McDonald’s has al-
ways been a big supporter of
the community that we operate
within and we are proud to be
partnering with Shafallah Cen-

Healthy meeting

ter for many years in various
projects. Once again we hope
that through both our efforts
we will be able to help as many
children as possible.”

On this occasion, Samira al-
Qasimi, General Manager of the
Shafallah Center, expressed her
profound thanks and appreciation
to McDonald’s for its continuous
support over the past several years
and for services and programmes
provided by to the centre.

She thanked al-Mana for his
continuous co-operation with
the Department of the Centre
and the ongoing quest to enter
joy and pleasure into the hearts
of Shafallah Center children by
offering financial support, rec-
reational programmes and free
McDonald’s Meal.

==\ e

The International Ladies Potluck Group, which has members from 70 ontries, has hoted a

meeting. The highlight was a mini health and wellness expo organised by the Holistic Practitioners
Network in Qatar, a supportive community of alternative and integrative medical professionals,

therapists and practitioners. Picture shows some of the participants.
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Qatar to launch digitisation
initiative to preserve heritage

Technology council also proposes to secure online content creation

By Habib Toumi, Bureau Chief
Published: 00:00 October 26, 2010

GULF = NEWS

Manama: Qatar is developing what it describes as a national digitisation plan to preserve
its national heritage, according to an IT expert in the region.

"The Supreme Council of Information and Communication Technology, ictQATAR, is
developing the digitisation plan to preserve national heritage and share it with the world,"
Hessa Al Jaber, ictQATAR secretary general, said. "There is a wealth of information on
Qatar's rich history in print, photo and film format that should be digitised. There is also an
abundance of valuable documents in Arabic that need to be brought to wider audiences."

Speaking at the "Digitally Open: Innovation and Open Access Forum" forum, Hessa was
quoted by the Qatari daily Gulf Times as saying that digitising these materials would allow
them to reach a whole new generation and that they should be made open to the public
without restrictions.

Qatar would also soon have a "digitally open" society, thanks to co-operation between
ictQATAR and internet companies, she said. The move would also promote the creation
of original digital content in the Arab world, while protecting the rights of the content
creators.

"A digitally open society is key for the country's development and a thriving knowledge
economy," Hessa said.

http://gulthews.com/news/gulf/gatar/gatar-to-launch-digitisation-initiative-to-preserve-her... 10/26/2010
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ictQatar urges Qatar to embrace digital openness

Contact Us | Arabic Version

ALARAB ONLINE

Page 1 of 2

Home Page
Arab Affair

International
Affairs

Business
Feature
Opinion

Society

Sports

Travel
Lifestyle
Culture

Health
Entertainment
Letters
Contact Us

http://www.alarabonline.org/english/display.asp?thame=%5C2010%5C10%5C10-23%S5...

23-10-2010 12:32:00

Dr. Hessa Al-Jaber, ictQatar's Secretary General

ictQatar urges Qatar to embrace digital
openness

In today's digital age, the ability to collaborate and share
information has created an unprecedented opportunity for
innovation. At ictQatar's Digitally Open: Innovation and Open Access
Forum, international and regional experts in the "open" movement
shared their thoughts on how to create an open ICT ecosystem in
Qatar and highlighted its benefits.

"Using open principles of collaboration and transparency will help
address issues not only in Qatar but around the world. I believe
promotion of digital openness across all sectors is essential to being
a global leader of the future and, of course, this event is a big first
step," said Dr. Hessa Al-Jaber, ictQatar's Secretary General.

Al-Jabir outlined specific initiatives ictQatar is leading to promote an
open digital environment, which she said was essential to creating
original Arabic content. Initiatives include the establishment of an
incubation center for digital content companies, establishing policies
that encourage open source solutions in government IT, a major
national digitization effort and Arabizing website accessibility
standards.

"The Arab world has a strong and important voice that must be
heard. Embracing a digitally open world will put us at the forefront
of innovation and help propel us towards being a knowledge based
economy," said Al-Jabir.

ictQatar partnered with Creative Commons on the event. Creative
Commons is a non-profit organization working in over 70 countries
around the world that has developed flexible licenses to address the
complicated issue of content rights in the digital world. ictQatar and
Creative Commons will be holding a working meeting tomorrow to
explore porting the content rights licenses to Qatar law.

Digitally Open featured Mitchell Baker, Chairperson of the Mozilla
Foundation; Joichi Ito, CEO of Creative Commons; Chris DiBona,
Open Source Programs Manager at Google; and Michael Nelson,
Visiting Professor of Internet Studies at Georgetown University.

"I am very excited by the opportunity to collaborate with ictQatar in
this groundbreaking initiative. Embracing Digital Openness and
adopting Creative Commons will greatly accelerate the development
and global promotion of Arabic content and help foster sharing and
increasing collaboration globally and I am very happy that Qatar is
taking initiative in this effort," said Creative Commons CEO Joichi
Ito.

There were also three interactive panel discussions at Digitally Open
focusing on the benefits of digital openness in government, science

and technology, and culture and creativity, as well as a workshop for

web developers on open source development.
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Forum

Addresses Benefits of Developing an Open ICT Ecosystem

Doha, Qatar (23 October 2010): In today's digital age, the
ability to collaborate and share information has created an
unprecedented opportunity for innovation. At ictQATAR's
Digitally Open: Innovation and Open Access Forum,
international and regional experts in the "open" movement
shared their thoughts on how to create an open ICT
ecosystem in Qatar and highlighted its benefits.

"Using open principles of collaboration and transparency will
help address issues not only in Qatar but around the world. |
believe promotion of digital openness across all sectors is
essential to being a global leader of the future and, of
course, this event is a big first step. " said Dr. Hessa Al-
Jaber, ictQATAR's Secretary General.

Al-Jabir outlined specific initiatives ictQATAR is leading to
promote an open digital environment, which she said was
essential to creating original Arabic content. Initiatives
include the establishment of an incubation center for digital
content companies, establishing policies that encourage
open source solutions in government IT, a major national
digitization effort and Arabizing website accessibility
standards.

"The Arab world has a strong and important voice that must
be heard. Embracing a digitally open world will put us at the
forefront of innovation and help propel us towards being a
knowledge based economy," said Al-Jabir.

ictQATAR partnered with Creative Commons on the event.
Creative Commons is a non-profit organization working in
over 70 countries around the world that has developed
flexible licenses to address the complicated issue of content
rights in the digital world. ictQATAR and Creative Commons
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will be holding a working meeting tomorrow (Sunday) to Mozt resd stories by Community in the last 24 brs
explore porting the content rights licenses to Qatar law.

1 Burj Khalifa Sees A Further Drop In Apatment Bents
Digitally Open featured Mitchell Baker, Chairperson of the 2 MewCharges InDubai Anti-C oruption Case
Mozilla Foundation; Joichi Ito, CEO of Creative Commons; 3 Wiza ssrvices made easyin Dubsi
Chris DiBona, Open Source Programs Manager at Google; 4 Emir On & Mizsion
and Michael Nelson, Visiting Professor of Internet Studies at
Georgetown University.

"l am very excited by the opportunity to collaborate with

ictQATAR in this groundbreaking initiative. Embracing .
Digital Openness and adopting Creative Commons will Companies
greatly accelerate the development and global promotion of
Arabic content and help foster sharing and increasing
collaboration globally and | am very happy that Qatar is
taking initiative in this effort," said Creative Commons CEO
Joichi lto.

Projects

Blogs

There were also three interactive panel discussions at
Digitally Open focusing on the benefits of digital openness in
government, science and technology, and culture and
creativity, as well as a workshop for web developers on open
source development.

ictQATAR will be posting video from the event, including
special interviews with speakers, on its YouTube channel,
www.youtube.com/ictQATAR. For presentations from the
event and speaker bios, visit www.ictQATAR.qa..

-Ends-

ABOUT ictQATAR

The Supreme Council of Information and Communication
Technology (ictQATAR) connects people to the
technologies that enrich their lives, drive economic
development and inspire confidence in the future. ictQATAR
is entrusted with two primary authorities: as the country's
independent and fair regulator of the telecommunications
market, and as the government body that nurtures innovative
technologies to benefit those who live and work in Qatar.

ictQATARICtQATAR

Loading

.qa">www.ictQATAR.qa

For more information, please contact
Communications Executive Director
Howaida Nadim

Tel +974 44995323

Fax +974 44995352

M +974 55873227

Email: hnadim@ict.gov.qa

Outreach & Public Awareness Manager
Fathy Kassem

Tel +974 44995343

Fax +974 44995352
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